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Definition of Special Educational Needs and Disability 
A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her. (SEND Code of Practice, January 2015)
Access to the Curriculum 
All pupils have an entitlement to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum. The majority of pupils with SEND study the curriculum appropriate for their age. In their planning and teaching, all staff strive to provide suitable learning challenges, meet the diverse learning needs of pupils and remove any barriers to learning. With advice from and the support of the SENDCo, teachers match the learning to the needs and abilities of the pupils. Where appropriate, materials are modified or support is provided to enable pupils with SEND to access learning. Children are supported individually, in small groups and within class. All additional support is monitored regularly and reviewed as necessary. We are committed to offering an inclusive curriculum to ensure the best possible progress for all of our pupils whatever their needs and abilities.  At Nightingale we strive to raise achievement, remove barriers to learning and increase physical and curricular access for all. All children with SEND are valued, respected and equal members of our school.
In collaboration with the Head teacher and the Governing Body, the SENDCo plays a key role in determining the strategic development of the SEND policy and provision at Nightingale including.
Equality of Opportunities 

Nightingale school does not discriminate against children on the grounds of race, gender or ability. We seek to enable all children to have reasonable access to the curriculum.
Role of the SENDCO 

· To overseeing  the day-to-day operation of the school’s SEND policy and co-ordinating provision for children with SEND

· To support and advise staff (teaching and non-teaching).

· To monitor and evaluate SEND provision in school.

· To manage the assessment of children with SEND

· To manage the EHC (Education Health and Care plan) applications with the local authority and outside agencies 

· To liaise with outside agencies.

· To conduct the annual review for statemented children.

· To attend cluster and LA meetings.

· To disseminate information when received.

· To order SEND resources.

· To plan in-service training for staff.

· To liaise with Head and Governors concerning allocation of resources and drawing up criteria for evaluating the success of the school’s SEND policy.

· Working with parents of children with SEND.
Identifying children with SEND
Children must not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because the language or form of language of their home is different from the language in which they will be taught.
The Review Code of Practice identifies the following types of SEN:

· Cognitive and Learning Difficulties:

· Communication and Interaction Difficulties: Speech and Language, ASD

· Sensory and Physical Difficulties: Hearing/ Visual Impairment, Physical and Medical Difficulties.


·  Social, Emotional and Mental health
Nightingale is committed to early identification of SEND in line with the SEND Code of Practice. Where a pupil is identified as having SEND, we will take action to remove barriers to learning and put additional provision in place. This graduated approach will involve a four part cycle: Assess, Plan, Do, Review through which earlier decisions and actions are revised with a growing understanding of the pupil’s needs. If there is evidence that a pupil is making insufficient progress despite significant support and intervention, then it may be necessary for them to be placed on SEND support and to seek further advice and support from outside professionals. In some cases, the school might need to apply for an EHC Plan for from the LEA to secure additional funding for SEND provision.
Working in partnership with parents/carers/children with SEND
Parents/carers/children are important partners in the effective working relationship with the school in raising their child’s attainment. They are fully involved in the identification, assessment and decision making process in the school. Parents/carers contribution to their child’s education is valued highly by the staff of the school.
We show sensitivity, honesty and mutual respect in encouraging children to share concerns, discuss strategies and see themselves as equal partners in the school. All children are involved in making decisions where possible, as soon as they start at the school.
Nightingale seeks to enable and support parents to: 
• Have knowledge of their child’s entitlement within the SEND framework.

• Recognise and fulfill their responsibilities as parents and play an active and valued role in their child’s education.

 • Be directly involved in any related decision making processes about additional provision for their child. 

• Have access to high quality information, advice and support about SEND.
The Governing Body 

The nominated SEND Governor Christine Evans will liaise regularly with the Head teacher and SENCO about the provision for children with SEND and report back to the full Governing Body.
External Support Services

External support services play an important part in helping the Federation identify, assess and develop provision for pupils with SEND; 

( Nightingale receives allocated visits from the nominated Educational Psychologist through Hackney Learning Trust 

( The Speech and Language Therapist works with the school each week to support children whose needs have been identified as Communication and Interaction; conduct reviews of children with significant speech and language difficulties; and provide advice and resources in response to identified needs. 

( The school may seek advice from specialist advisory teaching services for children with identified SEND and/or with sensory impairment or physical difficulties 

( Nightingale has regular communication with a variety of agencies such as occupational therapists, physiotherapists, general practitioners and clinical psychologists to ensure that the school can best meet the needs of individual children 

( Multi-agency team meetings are held as appropriate to ensure effective collaboration in identifying and developing provision for pupils with SEND 

( Various liaison meetings take place involving class teachers, the SENCO, TAs and the SENCO of local secondary schools both mainstream and special to ensure a smooth transition and transfer of records for the SEND children in Year 6.

Arrangements for Considering Complaints

When a complaint is made about special educational needs provision in the school, in the first instance, this should be heard by the “responsible person” identified by the governing body i.e. the head teacher. Complaints should be in writing, and a written response should be given to the complainant within a reasonable time. Hackney Council also has clearly laid down procedures for complaints.  These are explained in the leaflet “Education–How to complain” Copies are                                                                                                                      available from the head teacher.
Local Offer 

Parents can access information about SEND at Nightingale and how their children are supported by referring to our Local Offer on the school website. 

http://www.Nightingale.Hackney.sch.uk/
If parents do not have access to the internet, they can request support from the SENCo who can be contacted through the school office. 

