Playground Risk Assessment: Nightingale Primary School 
Area Assessed:  Early years playground, Lower Phase Playground, Upper Phase Playground (Rooftop)  
Assessor:  Abigail Hopper (Headteacher)
	Identified Risk 
	Mitigations 
	Residual Risk (Low/Medium/High) 

	Falls from climbing apparatus and play rocks/pebble 
	· Restrict numbers on apparatus at one time
· Impact-attenuating surfacing surrounds equipment where climbs will be at height
· Apparatus conforms to relevant safety standards and is subject to an inspection regime.  
· Supervision of use required at all times
· Apparatus not to be used in adverse weather conditions (e.g. wet/icy)
· School uniform to include trainers for all so children have suitable footwear for play 
	Low 

	Injury from play items
	· Ensure items are used for their intended purpose and safety, for example soft balls for throw and catch games 
· Broken items to be removed immediately 
· Games to be played in an appropriate area to minimise the risk of injury to participants/ others (eg skipping in an area with space surrounding)  
	Low 

	Pupils leaving site/
Unauthorised access to site.
	· Maintained high fencing (no holes or gaps)
· Adequate supervision of pupils and monitoring of gates when they must be opened (visitor with a bike, forest school, beginning and end of day)
	Low

	Collisions
	· Playground design zoned for running games to be around the outside in marked lanes on the lower phase playground.  
· Children reminded to run in the same direction 
· Playtime supervision ratios in place and staffing levels regularly reviewed in line with school roll and SEND needs each term 
· Staggered lunchtimes restricts the number of children outside at any one time in each area

	Medium 

	Slips, trips and falls
	· Ensure steps and surface areas are well gritted in wintry conditions
· Ensure leaves etc. are swept up when appropriate
· Ensure damaged floor surfaces are repaired as soon as possible – if necessary restrict access to areas where there are trip hazards
· No running in bad weather conditions

	Low 

	Water Play 
	· Water testing ensures that water is safe
· Water play is supervised to prevent children becoming too wet
· Adequate drainage prevents standing water
· Water pump handle removed at times when the water could make children cold 
· Water play is restricted to one area 
· If water play is taking place in the sun, children to be monitored for adverse signs of sun exposure.  Parent messaging to encourage sun cream and hats.  Water play is often in shade due to surrounding buildings.  
	Low 

	First Aid Requirements 
	· At least one fully trained first aider and paediatric first aider to be on site any time children are using the playground 
· All playground staff trained in basic first aid procedures 
· First aid equipment stored close by and in portable kits 
· Emergency asthma and anaphylaxis grab kits to be close at hand 
	Low


Residual Risk Rating Definitions
	Residual Risk Rating
	Injury Likelihood
	Typical Outcome if Injury Occurs
	Action Required 

	Low
	Unlikely 
	Minor first aid 
	Routine monitoring

	Medium
	Possible
	First aid, occasional medical attention 
	Enhanced supervision, regular review

	High 
	Likely or serious
	Medical treatment/hospital
	Immediate action, constant supervision, risk requires further mitigation or removal of risk. 
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